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MAJOR IN ENVIRONMENTAL 
HORTICULTURE, LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN AND CONTRACTING 
CONCENTRATION
Landscape Design and Contracting is an academic program focusing on 
the profession, art, science and business of landscape design-build. This 
form of business typically incorporates complete landscape services 
from design through installation, and often includes maintenance. All 
facets of the landscape project are delivered by one company through a 
single contract or through several contracts. The design-build concept 
makes the construction process an integral part of the design process, 
allowing streamlined design modifications to happen on site during 
construction. The designer interacts directly with the various landscape 
materials and is responsible for their proper installation. Designers 
who are involved in the construction process find that their creativity is 
energized by this contact and that there is an improved knowledge of the 
practicalities of various design options.

Learning Objectives
Upon successful completion of this concentration, students will be able 
to:

1. Focus on medium to small scale projects with an emphasis on private 
residential and commercial sites as opposed to large public spaces.

2. Learn to design decks, patios, retaining walls, barriers, water features 
and other structures important to garden design.

3. Learn environmental relationships of plants, insects and soils and 
focus on identification, culture and management of plants in the 
landscape including woody, herbaceous, and turf grass plants.

4. Strategize verbal communication, technical writing and economics 
with a focus on accounting, cost estimating and other applied 
strategies for managing landscape design, construction and 
maintenance.

5. Develop proficiency with computers and emphasize computer aided 
design (CAD) for small scale landscape projects and computerized 
landscape estimating.


