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PH.D. IN ANTHROPOLOGY

The Ph.D. in Anthropology at CSU supports advanced coursework and 
research with a focus on place, space, and adaptation. Students achieve 
this perspective on the discipline by engaging with a curriculum infused 
with geographic methods and approaches. This program provides 
students with the skills and expertise to address research questions 
that 1) sit at the intersection of anthropology and geography, 2) apply 
geographic methods to anthropological questions, and 3) critically 
evaluate the impact of place and space on human/ecosystem adaptation.

Admitted students are generally recommended for three years of funding, 
dependent on available resources. Funding is typically in the form of 
graduate teaching assistantships which cover the cost of tuition and 
provide a monthly stipend. All applicants to the PhD anthropology 
program are automatically considered for these assistantships. 
Seed grants for graduate research are provided by the Anthropology 
Scholarship Endowment on a competitive basis, and Student Research 
Scholarships are available to support research as well as travel to 
conferences. Students are also expected to obtain funding from outside 
resources to support their dissertation research.

CSU Anthropology and Geography is ranked #5 among U.S. Anthropology 
Programs in Research Funding and Spending, according to data from 
the latest National Science Foundation Higher Education Research and 
Development (HERD) Survey.

Students interested in graduate work should refer to the Graduate and 
Professional Bulletin.

Learning Objectives
Upon successful completion of this program, students will be able to:

1. Explain anthropological and geographic theory to develop original 
research questions that advance knowledge of human and 
environmental systems.

2. Apply advanced qualitative, quantitative, and geospatial methods to 
analyze anthropological data across temporal and spatial scales.

3. Design and conduct independent, ethical, and rigorous research that 
produces an original scholarly contribution to anthropology.

4. Articulate complex research findings clearly and effectively to 
academic, professional, and public audiences.

5. Demonstrate professional leadership through interdisciplinary 
collaboration, mentoring, and active participation in scholarly 
communities.


